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2019 Summer Reading Assignment 

Welcome to English 12A – Future Studies! Throughout this course we will study visions of 

the future explored by essayists, science fiction writers, and filmmakers. We will look closely 

at the social, literary, and scientific contexts that give rise to these various viewpoints and try 

to better understand humanity’s role in shaping its own future. This assignment is designed 

to jumpstart this journey.  

Here are the details: 

Read: In preparation for our first week together, please spend some time this summer doing 

the following: 

1. Read the essay Why Aren't There More Women Futurists? by Rose Eveleth 

2. Read a novel that explores a vision of the future. If you need suggestions, please feel 

free to contact me or you may visit https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/future-

fiction 

Write: After you have completed both reading assignments, please respond to each of the 

following prompts. Make sure that your responses are thoughtful, thorough, and reflect your 

best effort. In addition, please make sure that each response is between 250-400 words in 

length. 

1. Based on your reading of Rose Eveleth’s article, what is futurism?  Why is thinking 

about the future, predicting the future, and writing about the future important?  Why 

is it important to have multiple viewpoints when thinking about the future? 

2. Please reflect on your summer reading novel and then discuss the vision of the future 

presented by the author of that work. Is this view optimistic or pessimistic? Is this 

vision realistic? What problems does the author explore throughout the work? 

3. Finally, based on your own experience, knowledge, and perspective, what are the 

three most critical issues facing humanity’s future and why are they important? 

 

Again, welcome to English 12A – Future Studies. If you have any questions about this 

assignment, or this course, please do not hesitate to contact me at: 

jgonzales@birmingham.k12.mi.us 
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